Remember primary peritonitis.
Two cases of primary peritonitis are reported. One, which we believe to be the first case reported in an elderly female, raised our index of suspicion and thus enabled the second case to be diagnosed by fine-needle paracentesis and treated without operation. Both cases outline the inadequacy of prophylactic antibiotic cover with a cephalosporin and metronidazole. The case reports are followed by a general discussion outlining the incidence, aetiology and treatment of primary peritonitis.